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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed February 9 th , 2007 with respect to claims 34-41 and 55-64 
have been fully considered and are persuasive. The previous rejection(s) of the previous office 
action dated May 1 5 th , 2006 has been withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 34-39 and 41 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Cocozza 
(US 5,033,463). 

4. As to claim 34, Cocozza teaches an apparatus multi-dose inhaler for medicaments in 
powder that comprises a dosing unit 2 for providing a dose of powder (see figure 10; column 8 
lines 5-20); and a flow path downstream of the dosing unit which is defined by a plurality of 
surfaces through which a stream of air entering the dose of powder is in use drawn on inhalation 
by a user (see column 10 lines 15-35); characterized in that at least one of the surfaces of the 
flow path is movable relative to at least one other surfaces of the flow path and in that the inhaler 
further comprises a powder dislodging member which is of fixed position relative to one of the at 
least one or at least one other of the surfaces of the flow path and is configured on relative 
movement of the at least one and one other of the surfaces of the flow path, to contact the other 
of the at least one or at least one other of the surfaces of the flow path such as to dislodge powder 
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accumulated thereon, wherein the powder dislodging member comprises one of a scraper or a 
brush (see figure 10; column 10 lines 1-15; the helical element 188 is defined as the scraper 
or brush and it contacts the other of the at least one or at least one other of the surfaces of 
the flow path see figure 10). 

5. As to claim 35, , Cocozza teaches an apparatus multi-dose inhaler for medicaments in 
powder that comprises a dosing unit 2 for providing a dose of powder (see figure 10; column 8 
lines 5-20); and a flow path downstream of the dosing unit which is defined by a plurality of 
surfaces through which a stream of air entering the dose of powder is in use drawn on inhalation 
by a user (see column 10 lines 15-35); characterized in that the inhaler further comprises a 
scraper which is movable relative to at least one of the surfaces of the flow path and is 
configured, on movement thereof relative to the at least one of the surfaces of the flow path, to 
contact the at least one of the surfaces of the flow path such as to dislodge powder accumulated 
thereon (see figure 10; column 10 lines 1-15; the helical element 188 is defined as the 
scraper or brush and it contacts the other of the at least one or at least one other of the 
surfaces of the flow path see figure 10). 

6. As to claim 36, Cocozza teaches an apparatus wherein the at least one of the surfaces of 
the flow path is movable relative to at least one other surfaces of the flow path and the scraper is 
of fixed position relative to the at least one other of the surfaces of the flow path (see figure 10; 
column 10 lines 1-15; the helical element 188 is defined as the scraper or brush and it 
contacts the other of the at least one or at least one other of the surfaces of the flow path see 
figure 10). 
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7. As to claim 37, Cocozza teaches an apparatus wherein the flow path includes a chamber 
which includes an inlet 178 and an outlet 172 (see column 10 lines 20-30). 

8. As to claim 38, Cocozza teaches an apparatus wherein the at least one of the surfaces of 
the flow path defines at least part of the chamber (see column 10 lines 20-40). 

9. As to claim 39, Cocozza teaches an apparatus wherein the at least one and the at least 
one other of the surfaces of the flow path define at least in part opposed surfaces of the chamber 
and include the inlet and the outlet thereto (see column 10 lines 20-30). 

10. As to claim 41, Cocozza teaches an apparatus that further comprises a mouthpiece 
which includes one of the at least one or at least one other of the surfaces of the flow path (see 
column 10 lines 5-30). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1 1 . Claims 55-64 are allowed. The prior art does not disclose a cap for covering at least the 
mouthpiece, which cap includes a screw thread for engaging the screw thread of the housing and 
a mouthpiece and a cap that are configured such that at least part of the mouthpiece is rotated 
relative to the housing on one of screwing or unscrewing the cap; characterized in that the at 
least part of the mouthpiece remains substantially in fixed position relative to the housing on the 
other of screwing or unscrewing the cap; characterized in that the at least part of the mouthpiece 
remains substantially in fixed position relative to the housing on the other of screwing or 
unscrewing the cap. 

12. Claim 40 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. The prior art does not teach a storage chamber for storing a plurality of 
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doses of powder, which storage chamber includes a filling inlet in one of the opposed surfaces of 
the chamber, and a plug for sealing the filling inlet of the storage chamber, which plug includes 
the scraper. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nihir Patel whose telephone number is (571) 272-4803. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 7:30 to 4:30 every other Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patricia Bianco can be reached on (571) 272-4940. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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